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Pressure Groups
Pressure groups, such as Tourism Concern, play an important role in tourism development. These organisations put pressure on governments to ensure that developing tourism destinations are treated fairly and that local communities are able to prosper economically and socially; that is, local people will get their fair share of the benefits of tourism and will have an improved quality of life.
Tourism Concern also believe in and strive to adopt low impact ‘green’ policies and practices. These include purchasing and promoting fair trade products.
Pressure groups such as Tourism Concern believe that vulnerable groups such as women, children, minorities, must be treated fairly when working within the tourism industry.
Such groups want tourism to be a positive and beneficial experience for travellers and hosts alike in order to act as a force of mutual understanding, empathy and respect.


Activity 1
Case study of Tourism ConcernEthical Travel Issues
The focus of our current campaigns is about making tourism better. Recognising that tourism can be a force for good and as a tool for international development. We will work with industry to improve their operations and provide advice and information to tourists, in order that they can make better and more informed decisions about their holidays – ensuring that holidays bring real benefits to destination communities.
The negative impacts of tourism remain largely unchecked and are increasing. As one of the largest industries in the world, tourism’s influence is staggering. However, like many international and globalised industries, tourism can undermine human rights and sadly it is often only possible to see the damage done when communities, livelihoods and environments have already been irreparably damaged. Tourism Concern provides a voice for local people in destination countries, who rarely have the opportunity to tell their story. However, we need you to add your voice to our campaigns, so please take a few minutes to sign a petition or send an email.


[bookmark: _GoBack]This is one of Tourism Concern’s campaigns; it sets out what the organisation is about and what it aims to do.
In pairs, produce a poster to promote what ‘Tourism Concern’ is all about, make sure you include images to highlight Tourism Concern’s aims and objectives.
Activity 2
Can you identify to which sector Tourism Concern belongs? Private, Public, Not-for-profit (Voluntary).
When you discover the correct ownership, explain why it belongs to that sector.


Activity 3
Challenge yourselves!
In pairs or small groups and using the internet to research, see how many other tourism pressure groups you can find (aim for three or four different pressure groups). 
Research and identify each pressure group’s ownership and explain what they are aiming to do.
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